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Program Guidelines

The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (Coordinating 
Board) publishes guidelines each year to 
support institutions in the 
administration of state financial aid 
programs for the given year. The content 
in these guidelines is composed of 
relevant rules, statutes, and operational 
procedures. 
Updates on program guidelines are 
based on updates in legislation, 
rulemaking, and process changes. 
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Bill is filed

Bill is referred to a 
committee (Senate and 

House)

Senate and House 
debate bill

Governor 
signs bill

Bill 
becomes 

law

Legislative Process

Visit capitol.texas.gov for more details on the legislative process.
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TEC and TAC

The TEC is the set of laws that govern 
education in Texas and is passed by 
the Texas Legislature.
The TEC authorizes specific state 
financial aid programs. 
Website: statutes.capitol.texas.gov  

Texas Education Code (TEC) = Law

The TEC provides authority to state 
agencies (like the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board or Texas Education 
Agency) to carry out the laws in the TEC 
and other statutes through rulemaking in 
the TAC. 
Website: sos.state.tx.us

Texas Administrative Code (TAC) = Rule
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http://www.statutes.capitol.texas.gov/
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/


Program Guidelines

Recap:
• Law is passed (TEC)
• Rules are created (TAC)
• Resources are produced 

(Guidelines)
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Overarching Updates
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Annual Updates

Program Years

Key Dates
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Annual Updates

Program Years

Key Dates
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• State Priority Deadline alert box added to clarify the extension 
of the 2025-26 State Priority Deadline for state financial aid 
applications. 

• Texas Administrative Code hyperlinks updated to new 
website. 

• Program rule amendments alert box added to clarify 
substantive (if applicable) and nonsubstantive changes to the 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC).

Overarching Program Updates
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TAC Rule Changes Summary

A communication was sent on May 28, 
2025, highlighting rule changes to state 
financial aid programs adopted by the 
Coordinating Board during its January 23 
and April 24, 2025, board meetings. 
The changes became effective May 15, 
2025, in the TAC. The message includes a list 
of adopted rules with hyperlinks to the 
current versions.
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https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/departmental-correspondence/texas-administrative-code-rule-changes-impacting-state-financial-aid-programs/


TAC Walkthrough
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NEW Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 
Website

A new and improved TAC website was 
launched in early 2025. The website 
allows users to:
• View and filter current and historical 

rules.
• Download and print rules.
• View Open Meeting information.
Website: www.sos.state.tx.us
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The TAC is a compilation of all state 
agency rules in Texas. There are 17 titles 
in the TAC. Each title represents a 
subject category, and related agencies 
are assigned to the appropriate title.

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/


Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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1 Hover over Rules & Meetings on the main menu and click on 
Texas Administrative Code.
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2 Click the View the current Texas Administrative Code link 
in Quick Links section of the TAC welcome page. 

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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3 In the View TAC - Titles page, click Title 19 - 
Education. 

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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4 In the View TAC - Parts page, click Part 1 -
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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5 In the View TAC - Chapters page, click the 
applicable chapter. 

Chapter 13 – Financial Planning
Contains rules on tuition and fees and the 
Financial Aid for Swift Transfer Program.

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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5 In the View TAC - Chapters page, click the 
applicable chapter. 

Chapter 21 – Student Services
Contains rules on exemptions and waivers.

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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5 In the View TAC - Chapters page, click the 
applicable chapter. 

Chapter 22 – Student Financial Aid Programs 
Contains rules on grants, scholarships, loans, 
and work-study.

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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6 Click on the applicable subchapter.
Subchapter A – General Provisions contains 
rules and definitions that apply throughout the 
chapter, and the remaining subchapters contain 
rules for specific programs. 

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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7 Click on the applicable rule you’d like to review. 

Finding Student Financial Aid Program Rules
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The TAC rule tab is the rule that is currently in 
effect. 

Rule Navigation
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There are navigation links available to move to 
the next or previous rule.

Rule Navigation
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Rule Navigation

Each rule has a source note section at the 
bottom of the page. Source notes provide 
a record of rulemaking history. 
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Rule Navigation

Each source note shows when a rule was adopted or amended, the 
date the rule became effective, and where the rule was published in 
the Texas Register (including the volume and page number).
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The Historical tab shows past versions of 
rules that were previously in effect.

Rule Navigation
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Rule Navigation

The Texas Register tab contains an archive 
of rules that have been submitted to the 
Texas Register. Not all rules submitted to the 
Texas Register are adopted.
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Rule Navigation: Proposed Rules

A proposed rule is a drafted rule that 
has been published for public review but 
is not final. Public comment period for 
proposed rules is 30 days. 
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Rule Navigation: Adopted Rules

An adopted rule is a rule that has 
completed the proposal and comment 
process and has been approved and 
finalized.
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Rule Navigation: Emergency Rules

An emergency rule is a rule that is put 
in place immediately without the public 
comment period due to an urgent need.
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Rule Navigation

For more information on the drafted rule, 
click on View Preamble. The preamble 
contains the background, purpose, and 
justifications for drafted rules. 
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The View PDF tab allows for you 
to download or print the current 
rule in effect.

Rule Navigation



Program-Specific 
Updates
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New Nursing Students Scholarship 
Program Guidelines

Nursing Students Scholarship Program 
guidelines were created to provide 
comprehensive information to support 
program administration and ensure 
clarity in eligibility, application, and 
disbursement processes.
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• Updated the priority 
Student Aid Index 
(SAI) for TEOG and 
TEXAS Grant to 
$6,514.

• Updated program 
award amounts.

State Grant Updates
TEXAS Grant

TEG

TEOG
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Tuition Equalization Grant (TEG) and 
Texas College Work-Study (TCWS) 

Updates
Program rules found in TAC were amended on April 24, 2025, to remove 
references to theological seminaries and religious degree programs. These 
amendments became effective and were published online on May 15, 2025.

TEG – Removed the restriction on participation in the program by 
theological seminaries and students enrolled in degree plans intended to 
lead to religious ministry. 
TCWS – Removed the restriction on students enrolled in degree plans 
intended to lead to religious ministry. 
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CAL and FORWARD Loan Updates

CAL and FORWARD Loan 
guidelines were updated to 
clarify the certification 
process and manageable 
debt calculation.
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Financial Aid for Swift Transfer (FAST) 
Updates

FAST guidelines were updated to include clarification on annual financial 
reporting.
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Texas Armed Services Scholarship 
Program (TASSP) 

The Coordinating Board made a substantive revision to the guidelines by adding “Discontinuation 
of Eligibility” to reflect rules adopted at its January 24, 2025, board meeting under TAC Section 
22.169, which was effective May 15, 2025.
Important: During the 89th legislative session the statute was amended. As a result, TAC and 
guidelines will be updated to reflect the new legislation.

DO NOT USE
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Texas Armed Services Scholarship 
Legislative Update

The 89th Texas Legislature passed House Bill 300, amending Section 61.9775 of 
the Texas Education Code to eliminate the restriction that disqualified a TASSP 
recipient after completing 150 credit hours or earning a baccalaureate degree. The 
amendment also introduced a new restriction, limiting eligibility to a maximum of 
four academic years. 
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Deadlines, Reminders, 
and Notifications
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Deadlines, Reminders, & Notifications
Deadlines

 Request 2024-25 Authority to Transfer Funds - 7/1
 Validate 2024-25 FAD Cycle 2 - 7/16
 Submit a 2023-24 Net Price Calculator file - 7/18
 Last day to request state program funds (excluding 

loans) - 8/1

Reminders​
 The Coordinating Board is closed in 

observance of Independence Day - 7/4 and 7/7

Recent and Upcoming Notifications

 MOVEit Website Address change
 Program Allocation Updates
 2024-25 Revised Financial Aid Database Report Manual
 2025-26 Educational Aide Exemption Application
 2025-26 and 2026-27 Program Participation Agreement
 2024-25 TEG Engagement Guide
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Stay Connected
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The following phone lines are available for borrowers and the public:  
Borrower Services 

o Student borrowers (cosigners): 800-242-3062 

Texas Financial Aid Information Center
o Public line: 800-311-8881

Contact Financial Aid Services in one of the following ways:
FAS Institutional Phone Line

o  Institutions only: 844-792-2640

        Submit inquiries online through Contact Us.

Contact Student Financial Aid Programs

Phone Lines
Hours of Operation: 

Mon-Fri
 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

(Closed 12-1 p.m. 
daily)
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https://www.highered.texas.gov/contact-us/


Submit an 
Inquiry

To ensure inquiries are routed correctly, 
complete these steps:
• Select “Institution” in the Received From 

box and select the applicable institution in 
the Institution box.

• Select “Email” as the preferred method of 
contact.

• Always select “Financial Aid Question” as 
the Subject.

• Provide the best direct phone number in 
your inquiry.
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We appreciate your feedback.
Please take a moment to 
complete our survey.

Thank you!
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