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Legislative Session Summary 

• The 87th session is 140 days. 

• The session is approx. 40% complete. 

• The final day legislators could file bills 
was March 12. 

• More than 6,600 bills were filed. 

• Fewer than 20% typically make it to the 
Governor’s desk. 

• THECB is tracking 480+ bills. 

Student Financial Aid Programs has analyzed approximately 63 bills... 
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Featured Bills 

Legislative Session Overview 

• HB 2827 (Gonzalez, M.) – OnCourse Replacement 

• HB 4387 (Gonzalez, M.) – TEXAS Grant Pilot Program 

• SB 1237 (Zaffirini) – TEXAS Grant/TEOG Alternative FA Plans 

• HB 3273 (Neave)/SB 1860 (Powell) – Electronic TASFA Extension 

• HB 3348 (Pacheco)/SB 1300 (Creighton) – Community College 

Baccalaureate Degree 
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Texas Legislature Online 

Legislative Session Resources 

Financial Aid Advisory Committee (FAAC) 

Look up specific bills: 
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/BillNumber.as 
px 

Meeting Broadcast – March 4, 2021: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYzdC0IMlZ4&feature=youtu.be 

(Forward video approximately 37 minutes to listen) 

Sign up for Alerts: 
https://capitol.texas.gov/MyTLO/Login/Login.aspx 
?ReturnUrl=%2fMyTLO%2fAlerts%2fBills.aspx https://www.texastribune.org/topics/87th-legislative-session/?page=1 

Texas Tribune 

Higher Education Policy & Appropriations - 87th Legislature 

•

• 

• 

• 

 House Higher Education Committee Presentation by Commissioner Harrison Keller [PDF] (March 4, 2021) 

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Article III Presentation by Commissioner Harrison Keller [PDF] (March 3, 2021) 

Senate Finance Committee Presentation by Commissioner Harrison Keller [PDF] (February 23, 2021) 

House Appropriations Committee Presentation by Commissioner Harrison Keller [PDF] (February 23, 2021) 
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https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/commissioner-correspondence/house-higher-education-committee-harrison-keller/
https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/commissioner-correspondence/house-appropriations-subcommittee-harrison-keller/
https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/commissioner-correspondence/senate-finance-harrison-keller/
https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/commissioner-correspondence/house-appropriations-harrison-keller/
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/BillNumber.aspx
https://capitol.texas.gov/MyTLO/Login/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/MyTLO/Alerts/Bills.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYzdC0IMlZ4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.texastribune.org/topics/87th-legislative-session/?page=1
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2021-22 TASFA 
Texas Application for State Financial Aid July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 

The Tn:ils Appliait ion fo, Stil t e fin ilnci;i l Aid (TASFA) is ii free ilpp fiaition th;it collects infOfffl a tion t o he lp det ermine eligibility fo r snte (or institutional) 
fimmdal ilid p rogr.ims iidministered by institutions of higher edUGJtion in t he S"tilte of Tex~. Students cl,1ssified ilS THills ruidents who a.re n ot eligible t o 
ilpply f or federill finallci;il .a id using the f ree Applkiltion for Federal Student Aid (f AfSA) ilre encouraged to complete t he TASFA. To review the f AfSA filing 

requin!,me nts, visit f.fsa.g: ov or contilct the finaocial o1id off.:e .a t the institut ion yo u pb n to .ittend for the 2021-22 ai wa rd ve•- Note : The feder.il 
;ipp[ICil t ion covers feder.111 ilnd sut e fin.nd;al iiid opportuniti@s. If you meet the fAF.SA fil ing requirements, then you should submit ii comp let ed FAFSA. You 
do not need to complet e both the FA FSA and T ASfA. 

T11e state m ancial iiid priority ii ppfic:iltion deiidline for milny institutions of higMr educ.tion is J;m u ilry u , 2021 kif the 2021-22 ,11wud yeil r. In order to be 
considered for the most fin ilnciil l ilid that mily be ilYilibble to you, it is importilnt t o complete ilnd subm it t his ilppl'iut ion with il ll requi re d docu ment iltion 
to the fin ilnciil l aid office o n or before J;m. 15. Note : Texils residency ilnd fi n ill e li i:ibility for fi nmOill ilid Ciln only be determined by the inmtution tha t yoo 
pliln to ilttend. 

To complet e t his ,11ppli::,11tion, ilnswer eilch item within H eh section. If ii que.stion does not ,11pplyto you, ,11 nswer N/ A for not applicablr. For dirific:,11t ion o n 

certain items, 1efer t o the TA.Sl'A Notes on p,1111:es 6-1 . d yo u hilve furthe r q uestions about this form , contact the fin.i ncial ilid o ffice ilt you, institution. some 

institutions Mve an online version of t he TASFA; chect with your institution befo re filling: o ut the pdf o r pilper version. Note: Person il l inform,11tion collected 
o n t he TASfA is p,otected under the f il mily Educational Rig:h.U ilnd PriYilcy Act (f fR PA) o f 1974. 

SECTION ONE: STUDENT INFORMATION(~ 

2.l=in t Nilme 

C. Dilteol airth 
5. SO<:iil l Se<urity Num ber, 

DACA Nu mber, or N/A 
O N/A 6. COiiege Student ID It 

7, Permilnent Mailing Add ress 

a. city 9. 5tilte 

U.fmilil Add reu 

u . Whilt will your hi(h school (HS) completion Sf.il t\K be 
when you begin college in the 2021-22 school ye,11 r? 

14. High S.Chool Nil me 

10. Zip code 11. Phone Num ber 

High school d iplomil □ 

Gener.il l fdUCilt iona l Development (GfD ) certifx:il te D 
1$1,p 111~1q 

{lf •ppl~ --+----------------~--
U . Hi(h S.Chool city 

(l' •pplicablo!) 
16.HSSf.il t e 
(11apliatil!:j 

18. will you hilVe your first bilChelor's degree befo re you begin the 2021-22 school yeil r? □Yes D No 

n . Dilteof 

G~duation 
[HSorGEOj 

Homeschooled 
tsloP10o°"""""Uj 

None of these 
(ill,M~l,IQ 

□ 

□ 

19. wtm. will your colqe lfHe level be WMfl you be(in the 2021-22 
schoolyur? 

zo. wtm. depee or cenificilte will you be won.inc on when you bqfl 
the 2021·22 school,,_.-? 

Neveriltte.nded co lle.g:e __________ ___ .. 0 1st bi1chelor's degree ----------- □ 
(Nocolk!ge credits ) 

utye ilrund ergr;;iduilte _____ ·----·-- 0 

2ndyn r undergrilduilte/sophomore ____ . _____________ 0 Associiltedep-ee . -----·----- -- □ 

3rd ye.r unde.rgrad u,11t e/junior ·-----------·- -- --------- - D 

4th ys r und ergrildUilte/senior ·- - ------·- ----- ------ ·---- -- -- 0 

{o«1.91tio,,,1l t«lllliQl. 5 enerlil c«IC11tion, or 11"11'.tmfprtiyl'-'") 

cert ificilte o r d ip lo mil - ·- -----·- ·- ----·-·- --- ·- ·- - ··- ·----···-- 0 
TeKhing u edent iil l . _____ ________________ __ ___ . _ ____ ____ ____ 0 
1-"'e'• P"'<'"i 
Gr.1d ui1te or profe.ssionil l deg ree. _________ 0 

Ut yeilr g~duilte/professionil l ·- --- ·- -- ----·- - ------- - ·- --- 0 other/undecided -- ---------------□ 

Continuing gr.iduate/professlon.1 1 or beyoOO ------------·- D 

202.1-22 Tl!XilS AppliGt ion for sute Fin.incial Aid (TASFA} Pil1C e 1 
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Paper TASFA Form Recommendations 

• The FAAC TASFA Sub-Committee 
is seeking feedback for 
improving the 2022-23 TASFA 
paper form. 

• To provide suggestions: 
Click CONTACT US →
select “Financial Aid Question” 
in the drop-down menu. 

Deadline: April 30, 2021 

https://www1.thecb.state.tx.us/Apps/CRAFT/Home/Create
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Overview eTASFA 

HB 2140 in the 86th legislative session was passed into law 
under Texas Education Code, 61.07762, which: 

• Established the Texas Application for State Financial Aid 
(TASFA) electronically through the ApplyTexas system. 

• Established an advisory committee of financial aid personnel 
and other stakeholders. 

• Required Board adopt procedures for TASFA and develop 
recommendations. Requires Board submit report on 
recommendations to Legislature by January 1, 2021. 

• Electronic TASFA available for applications submitted for 
2022-2023 academic year. 
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eTASFA Updates 

• Sent recommendations to legislature by January 1, 2021. 

• Identified funding to support development. 

• Established eTASFA Workgroup to guide content and technical 
development. 

• Development is underway. 

• Seeking legislation to make eTASFA available for students submitting 
applications for 2023-2024. 

• Working on eTASFA filing status in ApplyTexas Counselor Suite. 
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Frequently Asked Topics 
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Net Price Calcu lator 
Instructions 

PURPOSE 

The Texas Higher Ed ucation Coord inating Board (THECB} is re quire-cl to 
provide a State Net Price Calcul;ator [NPC) tool fo r est imating the cost 

of attendance (COA) for f ull.ti me ent ering first;iear students at public 
institutions of higher education in Texas tsee Texas Education Code 

{lECI Sectioo 61.07771. 

The fo rmer NPCa pplication hosted o n t he College for All Texans (CfAT} 
websit e unexpected!~ reached a po int in November 2020 wl'lere it was 

no longer functiona l and had to be disabled. 

60x30TX -T•11n IJWl4r E:dUQtlon COMdlnatlf'II Board 

·-•--·- -------- ---- ... __ ....... _ 

To m aintain com plia ncer pu b lic inst itutions are required to create a nd su bm it a Feder.l Net Price C-ilculiltor (NPC) 
te mpbite to the THECB. Templat es will be hosted as a comprehensive listing of links on a new St.lite NPCwebpage which 
can still be acc.ess.ed t h. rough t he CFAT website_ 

REQUIREM ENT 

All pU'b lic institutions who enroll fuli.time ent ering first•yea r students are r-equired to participate in t he a nnual Stilte NPC 
upda t e proce:ss-

Private/lndependent institutions of higher ed ucat ion in Texas a pproved to pa rticipate in t he Tuit ion Equalizatio n Gra nt 
(TEGI and Te ica:s Colle ge Work-St udy (TCWS) Programs are enc:oc.m1c:ed to pa rticipat e in the State NPC t ool. 

FILE PROCESS 

Institutions must complete the fo llowing steps in order to participat e in t his year's annu.;; I updat e. Previously submitted 

State NPC data will NOT be automatically transitioned to the new webpage. 

Grant and scholarship 
data. 

•Calculate percent age of 
the 2018-19 fua-time, 
first-time students t hat 
received grant aid. 

Stat e Net Price Calculator Inst ructions 

Price Cik ulator online 
ap plication. 

12 

Topic #1: Net Price Calculator 

Original notice: 
03/09/2021 Net Price Calculator FY 
2021 Update Memo [PDF] 

All public institutions that enroll 
full-time entering first-year 
students are required to 
submit a file to the THECB; 
private/independent institutions 
are encouraged to participate. 

Deadline Apr. 16, 2021 

https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/departmental-correspondence/net-price-calculator-fy-2021-update-memo/
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•Access 2018-19 THECIB 
Coll,ege St udent Budget 
data. 

•Assemble 2018-19 
Grant and Scholarship 
data. 

•Ca lculate percentage of 
t he 2018-19 fu lll-time, 
f irst-time students that 
rece ived grant aid. 

•Enter the 2018-19 dat a 
into t he Federal Net 
Price Calculator online 
appl ication . 

•Submit the f le created 
by the Federal N PC to 
t he THECB by upload ing 
a copy into t he MOVEit 
NetPriceCalc Folder. 
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NPC: New Process 
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a U S Department of Education 

~~,~ Net Price Calculator 
Click for Help 

- ,I - ... ' ' . '. 

Step 1: Determine representative year and calendar system 

HEOA requires that your institution use the data from the most recent year available when setting up this calculator. Data should be 
provided for full-time, first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduate students. Cost and aid data must be for the same year -

e.g, the most recent year for which data are available for both. 

All fiolds are requirod. 

1. The data ou are entering are representat ive of the year: 

0 2018-19 

2. What is your inst itution's predominant calendar system? 

0 Academic (semester, quarter, trimester, 4-1-4, or other academic) 

0 Program (differs by program, continuous basis) 

Eifrii-h◄ E+iiiiiMM 

NPC: Template 

Institutions must submit 
2018-19 template using 
2018-19 budget information 
provided by THECB. 

DO NOT submit 2019-20 X 

template now available 
online. 
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Share View Compressed Folder Tools 

> This PC > Downloads > NetPriceTemplate {2) 

Name Type 
Open 

NetPriceTemplate Open in new window 

....... 0 Share with Skype 

~ Extract All ... 

7-Zip 

CRCSHA 

Pin to Stan 

1B Share 

Open with 

> 
> 

> 

V 

HTML Do ... 

----------------,,----------'-----,.,..,,op files to i,dcJ or Brows@ ... 

[) NPC Tra rung_ nclex html 6.8KB X 

.,, 

NPC: File Type 

• In order to submit the file to 
the THECB, institutions must 
first extract the Index File 
from the downloaded Zip File. 

• Steps on the extraction 
process are included in the 
instructions. 

Do NOT upload a .zip file into MOVEit DMZ. 
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- □ X 
• C .--I Sea-rch ... ----fJ---,• I W U @ " 

1;::.....:......:::::'.:....:::=====::;:::::::::;-----------~ 
http:/ /www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/CollegeMone.y/ 

; Due to unexpected server performance, so1ne of our applications are 
, te1nporarily unavailable. If you have any questions or need help, please 
. submit an inquiry. We apologize for the inconvenience and are actively 
working to restore access as quickly as possible. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

NPC: Relink Website 

• College for All Texans 
(CFAT) was updated 
to reroute to the new 
NPC webpage. 

• Any links hosted on 
the institution’s 
website that are 
routed to the old NPC 
page need to be 
relinked to avoid an 
error message for the 
end-users. 
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Financial Aid Database (FAD) 
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60x30TI 
Te,cas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

FY 2021 

Financial Aid Database 
(FAD) Report Manual 

2020-21 

f lnandal Md S.eMces 

Texas Higher Educct1on 

Ccordtnati ng Bocu-d 

CONTACT: 
fAD!A i net'ecllJe:,i;c!I. 0¥ 

Topic #2: FY 2021 FAD Updates 

• State Grant GEER Funding 
• Students should be coded as initial and renewal 

based on their eligibility. 
• Even though reconciliation is not required for 

cycle one, these students must be reported using 
the available state grant data elements. 

• Emergency Federal Funding 
• Funding provided through GEER/CARES/HEERF 

that is not considered Estimated Financial Aid 
(EFC) should not be included on FADs; otherwise, 
the student records will receive an error. 
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Authority to Transfer Process 
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~ Plan, Pay, & Complete I rtSt:rbJtiol'\al Resources & Data &. legtSlative & Media About - Q 
~ College - Prog:rams - Reports· Resou.-ces· Us -

Tuition, Refunds, and Financial Aid Frequently Asked Questions 
The Texas Higher Education Coord inating Board (11-i ECB) has r-eceive d nume ro us inquir ies from highe r educat ion institutions regarding compliance with re leva nt state ru les a nd re porting require me nts 
that may be impacted by t he COVI D-19 pandem ic.. The responses b,efow are intended to provide g e nera l guida nce fo r institutio ns from the THECB as it pertains to tu ition, refunds, a nd fi llancia l a id 
during this health e me rgency. TH ECB staff will update t h.is g uidance as we receive additional inquir ies and info rmation. If you have a pa rticu la r need tllis genet"a l g uidance does not address, please 
contact Ginge r Gossm a n at Ginger.Gossman:@hig lle red .texas.9Q.Y fo r assista nce . In add ition to this guidance, please consult t he THECB's Coron.a virus Update fo ,- Hiqhe,- Education pa ge fo r info rmation 
on COVIO-19 a ncl hig Iler ed uca · on. 

The information on this page is updated regularfy. 

Financial Aid 

What flex ibi lity do inst itutions have regard ing t he collection of fi na l offic ial high school t ranscri12ts to confi rm eligibili ty fo r TEXAS Grant? (Added 
8/ 6/ 2020) 

Wit h t he recent r,assage of t he Federal CARES Act . t he limi t on how much an instit ut ion may t ransfer f rom the Federal Wor k-Stud;, Program to t he 
Fede1<1 I Sur,r,l ementa l Educat ional Or,r,ortuni!;y Grant Program has been lifted. Wi ll t he stat e waive simi lar rest rictions fo r the Texas College Work
St udy_(TCWS).l'.[Qgram, including t he Work-Stud;, Mentorsh ir, Program (WSM P)l (Revised 4/ 13/ 2021 ) 

Yes. 

Due to t ile co ntinue d COVIO-19 d"s ru ptio n, Tli ECB is te mpora rily a llowing institutions to transfe r up to 100'% of the ins titution's unexpe nded Texas Colle ge Work-Study (TCWS) a llocatio n., 
including tile institution's unexpe nded Work-S tudy Me nto rship Program a llocation, to it s TEXAS Gra nt , Texas Educationa l Opportunity Grant (TEOG), or Tuition Equa liza tion Grant (TEG) a llocation. 
An AuthoritY. to Tra nsfer fo rm must be submitted to TH ECB to a llO\\I a n institution to access the transfe rred funds in the grant progra m. Il'lstitution 's may d isregard the la nguage on the Authority 
to Transfe r fo rm that limits t he a mount o f TCWS tha t ma y be transferred. This will provide instit ut ions with greate r Aexibility to provide g ra nt funding to s tudents during this cont inu ed COVI D- 19 
public he a lth emerge ncy. This wa ive r is in effect fo r t he 2019-20 20 a nd 20 20-20 21 academic years, regardless of \-.then the state 's COVID--19 d isaster decla ration is lifte,d . 

Institution's may not exceed the limitations on tra nsfe rring grant funds from TEXAS Grant , TEOG, and TEG to the TCWS Progra m. Up to 10% of the institution's tota l a nnua l program a llocation or 
$20 ,000 (whicheve r is less ) may be transferred from TEXAS Gra nt, TEOG, a nd TEG into e ithe r TO.\'S or WSMP in a g ive n fiscal year. 

Topic #3: Authority to Transfer 2020-21 

• Notice released: Apr. 13, 2021 

• The online FAQ has been 
modified for 2020-21. 

• Institutions have the option to 
transfer up to 100% of 
TCWS/WSMP into the applicable 
state grant program. 

Deadline to request a transfer is Jul. 1, 2021 
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Authority to Transfer Steps 

Step 1: 

Send a request through 
CONTACT US (Select 

“Financial Aid Question” as 
contact reason). 

Step 2: 

THECB will review allocation 
and send institution a form 

to confirm approved 
amount. 

Step 3: 

Once institution confirms, 
eligible funding will be 

transferred to the applicable 
program for use. 

NOTE: TCWS/WSMP funding must be sent back to the 
THECB before a transfer to a grant program can be 
completed. 
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2021-22 Allocations 
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Topic #4: 2021-22 Allocation Update 

• Preliminary 10-day data reviews for allocations 
are being calculated and should be released to 
institutions in May. 

• Directors will be required to review the data for 
accuracy and report discrepancies within the set 
10-day timeframe. 

• Programs that require an annual opt in/out will 
have an opportunity to make changes, if 
needed. 

• Final allocations will not be announced until the 
General Appropriation Act (GAA) is signed by the 
Governor this summer. 
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Deadline Reminders and Training 
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Training Deadlines & Updates 

Deadlines 

• TEG Engagement Guide = Apr. 15, 2021 

• NPC Upload = Apr. 16, 2021 

• FAD Cycle One Validation = Apr. 23, 2021 

Update 

• Exemption and Waiver Summary 

• Available on SFAP Webpage: 
https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/agency-publication/miscellaneous/grant-

special-programs-exemptions-and-waivers-summary-list/ 

• TASFAA - New Aid Officer Workshop 

• April 16, 2021 

• April 23, 2021 

• April 30, 2021 (THECB Presenting) 

• May 7, 2021 

• May 14, 2021 

• May 21, 2021 

• Webcast 

• May 11, 2021 

25 
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Contacting Student Financial Aid Programs 

The following phone lines: 

• Texas Financial Aid Information Center 
o Public: (888) 311-8881 

• Borrower Services 
o Student Borrowers (Cosigners): (800) 242-3062 

Contact Financial Aid Services in one of the following ways: 

• FAS Institutional Phone Line 

o Institutions Only: (844) 792-2640 

• Submit inquiries online through the CONTACT US web form at 
any time. 

Phonelines – 
Hours of Operation: 

Mon-Fri 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

(Closed 12-1 daily) 
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Survey and Feedback 

Webcast Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/58YRM92 

Contact Us: https://www1.highered.texas.gov/Apps/CRAFT/Home/Create 
(Select “Financial Aid Question” as the Contact Reason.) 
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