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60x30TX is a Student-Centered Plan
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Latest Higher Ed Data Trends



Texas is generally doing well, particularly on 
the 60x30 and overall completion goal.

Goal Target 2016* 2017* 2030
Goal/Target

60x30 60x30 (Attainment) 41.0% 42.3% 60%

Completion

Overall 321,410 333,920 550,000

Hispanic 103,889 111,344 285,000

African American 38,813 41,027 76,000

Male 135,849 141,564 275,000

Economically Disadvantaged 119,490 124,178 246,000

TX High School Graduates 
Enrolling in TX Higher Education

51.9% 52.3% 65%

Marketable 
Skills

Working or Enrolled Within One Year 78.8% 78.4% 80%

Student Debt

Student Loan Debt to First Year Wage 
Percentage

60% 59% 60%

Excess SCH Attempted 18 18 3

Percent of Undergraduates Completing 
with Debt

48.2% 47.2% 50%

4*Data for each year are most current available.



Accelerated progress is needed for some of 
the targets under the completion goal
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5*Data for each year are most current available.



Bachelor degree completions had the 
largest share of completions between 
2015 and 2017.
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Public Universities



Health-Related Institutions

8



77,380

95,347

114,222

131,914
137,639

144,587

150,292

70,000

90,000

110,000

130,000

150,000

170,000

2000 2005 2010 2014 2015 2016 2017

Public 4-Year - Statewide

Degrees and Certificates
Source: THECB Accountability System

Public 4-year completions (BACM) 
have increased by more than 12,500 
since 2015.
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Source: THECB Accountability System

Meanwhile public 4-year institution fall enrollment has 
increased by about 33,000 students since 2015.
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University graduation rates have 
shown significant improvement over 
time.
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An analysis that compared institutions by peer 
group and by region highlight top 
improvement among Universities: Completions

Institution Improvement –
Percent Change 

Completion Measure

Texas A&M University – Corpus 
Christi

+ 19.48% Overall Completions

+ 59.95% African American Completions

The University of Texas at Tyler

+ 28.7% Overall Completions

+ 50.2% Hispanic Completions

+ 71.11% African-American Completions

+ 21.5% Economically-Disadvantaged Completions

Texas A&M University 

+ 13.59% Overall Completions

+ 36.83% Hispanic Completions

+ 34.94% African-American Completions

+ 25.75% Economically-Disadvantaged Completions

The University of Texas at 
Arlington

+ 36.73% Hispanic Completions

+ 20.81% Male Completions

Change 2015-2017
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An analysis that compared institutions by peer 
group and by region highlight top 
improvement among Universities: Grad Rates

Change 2015-2017



Most baccalaureate graduates start and complete 
at the same institution, but 42% start at a different 
institution
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14Completion data from FY 2017



Most 2017 baccalaureate graduates 
took courses at a 2-year college

• Among undergraduates at universities:
• 73% attempted one or more SCH at a 2-year institution
• 34% attempted at least 30 SCH at a 2-year institution

Completion data from FY 2017



The transfer rate among all the students entering 
a two-year institution has declined the last 5 years

#60x30TX 16

25.4% 24.4%

22.0% 21.1% 20.9%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Percent of Fall FTIC Students who Transferred from a Two-Year to 
a Senior Institution within Six Years (by 2013-2017)



17

Public Universities
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Health-Related Institutions



Loan debt among bachelor’s 
completers has held fairly steady

19



African-American borrowers have much 
higher debt as a percentage of wage, 
relative to other race/ethnicity groups
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The number of excess semester credit hours is 
decreasing

Source. http://www.60x30tx.com/goals/goal-four-student-debt/
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Mobile students attempt and earn
more excess hours than native students
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Field of Study completions are 
low, although growing modestly
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2014 2015 2016 2017

Field of 
Study

2,911 3,405 3,528 3,922



Accessing State Data
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If I want to use 60x30TX data and other resources to 
inform decision-making, where should my institution 
start?

• 60x30TX.com
www.60x30tx.com

• Texas Higher Education Accountability System
http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org

• Texas Higher Education Almanac
www.thecb.state.tx.us/almanac
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Accountability System
www.txhigheredaccountability.org
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Measures and Definitions
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Key and contextual measures organized about the 60x30TX goals1

Measures and definitions2
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Key and contextual measures organized about the 60x30TX goals1

Measures and definitions2

4

3 Create Complete Report

http://www.60x30tx.com/
http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/
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New features in interactive offer easy ways to 
download standard and customized reports



And don’t forget…the Almanac!
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60x30TX Regional Targets



Why approach 60x30TX 
regionally?
• Need to engage K-12, higher ed, workforce and 

communities in this work
• Regions and institutions differ in many ways
• However, institutional actions and outcomes are 

embedded in regional context
• High school feeder patterns
• Transfer networks
• Local labor market

• Institutional target-setting                                            is 
improved by considering                                         regional 
context

• Encourages tactical planning
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What is the scope of the regional 
targets? 
THECB has developed 
preliminary regional targets in 
three areas:
1. 60x30 Educated 

Population Goal
2. Completion Goal of 

550,000 CABMs 
3. 65% High School-to-

Higher Education 
Direct Enrollment
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What are regions being asked to do?
THECB has developed 
preliminary regional targets in 
three areas:
1. 60x30 Educated 

Population Goal
2. Completion Goal of 

550,000 CABMs 
3. 65% High School-to-

Higher Education 
Direct Enrollment

Regions bring together 
institutions and other 
stakeholders to:
• Identify at least one 

powerful strategy for 
each of the three areas

• Set numeric targets by 
institution for 
completion

34



Coordinating Board will work with 
regions and institutions to roll out 
targets in AY 2017-2018
Activity 2017 – 2018 Timeline

Pilot regional target process and support materials October – December 2017

Data fellows trainings November 2017, May 2018

Starter kit released January 2018

THECB-led regional kickoff webinars for other 9 regions January – February 2018

Regional volunteers, meeting organization, follow-up 
communication, in-person meetings

March – August 2018

Accountability meetings March – April 2018

Preliminary regional targets become official regional 
targets

May 2018

Regional target submission forms (detailing strategies 
and institutional targets) due

August 2018
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Status of regional convenings

• South Texas
• UTRGV: March 2
• Alamo Colleges: May 25
• TAMIU: April 23

• Metroplex: March 27, 
June 7

• High Plains: April 5
• Central: April 27, June 1
• Upper East: May 2 

(virtual), July 17 (in 
person)

• West: May 2 (virtual), 
June 18 (in-person)

• Southeast: May 18
• Northwest:

• Wichita Falls: June 7
• Abilene: June 6

• Gulf Coast: July 16
• Upper Rio Grande Valley: 

July 31

36
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Suggestions for Action



Liaisons can support institutional 
and state goals by
• Asking for institutional data tied to 60x30TX goals and 

targets at least annually
• Connecting with top-improvers and benchmarking 

progress
• Staying abreast of field of study development
• Fostering strong connections with K-12 schools, other 

institutions in your region, and employers
• Engaging with your regional advisory group regarding 

regional 60x30TX targets and planning efforts
• Dissemination mini-grants now available!
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Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board

39

60x30TX


	Texas Higher Education Trends: What’s the Latest & How to Access State & Institutional Data
	60x30TX is a Student-Centered Plan
	Latest Higher Ed Data Trends
	Texas is generally doing well, particularly on the 60x30 and overall completion goal.
	Accelerated progress is needed for some of the targets under the completion goal
	Bachelor degree completions had the largest share of completions between 2015 and 2017.
	Public Universities
	Health-Related Institutions
	Public 4-year completions (BACM) have increased by more than 12,500 since 2015.
	Meanwhile public 4-year institution fall enrollment has increased by about 33,000 students since 2015.
	University graduation rates have shown significant improvement over time.
	An analysis that compared institutions by peer group and by region highlight top improvement among Universities: Completions
	An analysis that compared institutions by peer group and by region highlight top improvement among Universities: Grad Rates
	Most baccalaureate graduates start and complete at the same institution, but 42% start at a different institution
	Most 2017 baccalaureate graduates took courses at a 2-year college
	The transfer rate among all the students entering a two-year institution has declined the last 5 years
	Public Universities
	Health-Related Institutions
	Loan debt among bachelor’s completers has held fairly steady
	African-American borrowers have much higher debt as a percentage of wage, relative to other race/ethnicity groups
	The number of excess semester credit hours is decreasing
	Mobile students attempt and earn more excess hours than native students
	Field of Study completions are low, although growing modestly
	Accessing State Data
	If I want to use 60x30TX data and other resources to inform decision-making, where should my institution start?
	If I want to use 60x30TX data and other resources to inform decision-making, where should my institution start?
	Measures and Definitions
	Create Complete Report
	New features in interactive offer easy ways to download standard and customized reports
	And don’t forget…the Almanac!
	60x30TX Regional Targets
	Why approach 60x30TX regionally?
	What is the scope of the regional targets? 
	What are regions being asked to do?
	Coordinating Board will work with regions and institutions to roll out targets in AY 2017-2018
	Status of regional convenings
	Suggestions for Action
	Liaisons can support institutional and state goals by
	60x30TX



