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State planning supports local action

This presentation will cover:

• Background on state planning efforts

• Progress on 60x30TX state higher education plan

• Resources for higher education leaders
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Closing the Gaps by 2015

• Adopted October 2000

• Strong support from the state's educational, 
business, and political communities

• Directed at closing educational gaps in Texas and 
between Texas and other states

• Four broad goals, with measurable targets:
• Student participation
• Student success
• Excellence
• Research

• Strategies updated as conditions changed
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From 2000-2015, higher education enrollments increased 
and student populations became much more diverse
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259,000

210,000

The success goal was surpassed; 
attention shifted from access to success

60x30TX

EDUCATED POPULATION
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Progress Update: 
60x30 Educated Population Goal

* Most recent data available from the American Community Survey

This increase 
represents more 

than 72,000 Texas 
residents.
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Progress Update: Completion Goal

The statewide 
slowdown is 

associated with lower 
levels of growth 
among associate 

degrees compared to 
previous years.
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Progress Update: Completion Targets   
for Underrepresented Populations   
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New Texas demographic projections will inform 
ongoing review of 60x30TX Completion Targets
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Source: Texas Demographic Center-200,000
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Progress Update: 
High School-to-College Target
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Progress Update: 
Marketable Skills Goal

Yes, the process 
has been 

created and 
implemented

41%

No, the process 
has been 

created, but not 
implemented

17%

No, the process 
has not been 

created and/or 
implemented

23%

Did Not 
Respond

19%

Marketable Skills Process Development and 
Implementation Self-Report, 2018
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Progress Update: 
Student Debt Goal

Baseline Year Recent Trend Years Goal

2013 2015 2016 2030

60% 59% 59% 60%
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Progress Update: Percent of 
Students with Debt Target

Target: 
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60x30TX data and other resources to support 
evidence-based decision-making

• 60x30TX.com
www.60x30tx.com; www.60x30tx.org

• Texas Higher Education Accountability System
http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org

• Texas Higher Education Almanac
www.thecb.state.tx.us/almanac
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Sneak peak at a Hot Topic! 
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Texas map of 
postsecondary 
attainment, 
ages 25-34

https://www1.thecb.state.tx.us/map/attainment/

http://www.60x30tx.com/
http://www.60x30tx.org/
http://www.txhigheredaccountability.org/
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/almanac
https://www1.thecb.state.tx.us/map/attainment/
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Regional data support 60x30TX regional efforts
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Accountability System
www.txhigheredaccountability.org
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How can institutions use Accountability 
System data?
• Evaluate and compare institutional data to improve 

student and institutional outcomes

• Data is produced consistently across institutions to 
ensure “apples-to-apples” comparisons

• System provides outcome information for students who 
move across institutions

• Study trends over time and benchmark for the 
future
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Accountability data also provide insight into state-level 
progress for several key indicators such as graduation rates

+12.0%

+15.3%

+18.7%
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How does THECB use Accountability System 
data?

• New program reviews and requests 

• Online institutional resumes

• Texas Higher Education Almanac

• Community College Success Points

• Institutional comparisons

• Regional planning

• Reports on Research Activities 
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Institutional leaders can download a full 
PDF report for their institution by selecting 
the interactive tab

22



11/19/2019

12

TxHigherEdData.org includes links to 
several data resources

• Texas Higher Education Almanac

• Accountability System

• Reports on 
• Transfer student success
• High-school-to-college enrollment and completion
• Dual credit and developmental education
• Wages by institution and program (TX CREWS)
• Higher education finance 
• Distance education 
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Have questions or need assistance?

Please feel free to contact us at:

David.Gardner@thecb.state.tx.us

Julie.Eklund@thecb.state.tx.us
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