
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
        

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

    
          

   
      

  
    

    
       

  
  

              
              

   

       

               
           

        

            
                 

   
            

      

               
            

               
          

           
             

     

  

 

 

TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION 
COORDINATING BOARD 

Chief of Staff 
P.O. Box 12788 Austin, Texas 78711 

REY RODRIGUEZ 
Deputy Commissioner 
Chief of Staff 
(512) 427-6134 
Fax (512) 427-6127 

LIZ BOLIN 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
(512) 427-6227 
Fax (512) 427-6127 

KEN MARTIN 
Assistant Commissioner for 
Financial Services/Chief 
Financial Officer 
(512) 427-6173 
Fax (512) 427-6169 

ZHENZHEN SUN 
Assistant Commissioner for 
Information Solutions & 
Services/Chief Information 
Officer 
(512) 427-6259 
Fax (512) 427-6447 

CHARLES CONTERO-PULS, 
Ed.D. Assistant Commissioner 
for Student Financial Aid 
Programs 
(512) 427-6365 
Fax (512) 427-6423 

MARJORIE BARRETT 
Assistant Commissioner for 
Communications 
(512) 427-6115 
Fax (512) 427-6127 

TO: Directors of Financial Aid 
Public or Private/Independent Institutions of Higher Education 

FROM: DeChà Reid 
      Director, Financial Aid Services 

DATE: Aug. 5, 2021 

RE: Impacts of Federal Student Aid Changes on State Financial Aid 
Requirements 

The Office of Student Financial Aid Programs (SFAP) would like to provide clarification on 
how the recent changes made by the Department of Education (ED) may impact state 
financial aid programs. 

Selective Service and Controlled Substance State Requirements 

On June 11, 2021, the Department of Education released a Dear Colleague Letter (DCL ID: 
GEN-21-04) addressing early implementation of two of the FAFSA Simplification Act’s 
eligibility requirement removals. These removals include: 

• The requirement that male students register with the Selective Service before
the age of 26 to be eligible for federal student aid under Title IV of the HEA
(Title IV); and

• Suspension of eligibility for Title IV aid for drug-related convictions that
occurred while receiving Title IV aid.

In the most recent 87th Texas Legislative session, no changes were made to remove or 
modify the Selective Service Status requirement under Texas Education Code (TEC), Section 
51.9095 or the conviction of a felony or an offense of a controlled substance requirement 
included in the Toward EXcellence, Access, and Success (TEXAS) Grant 
(TEC, 56.304(b) and 56.305(b)) and the Texas Educational Opportunity Grant (TEOG) 
(TEC, 56.404(b) and 56.405(b)) programs and thus these two requirements to receive state 
financial aid remain in effect. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__fsapartners.ed.gov_knowledge-2Dcenter_library_dear-2Dcolleague-2Dletters_2021-2D06-2D11_early-2Dimplementation-2Dfafsa-2Dsimplification-2Dacts-2Dremoval-2Dselective-2Dservice-2Dand-2Ddrug-2Dconviction-2Drequirements-2Dtitle-2Div-2Deligibility&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=xVvTSkH79pQnsLOoWUVcJ95YiONx3tuGmWqu6xCAelA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__fsapartners.ed.gov_knowledge-2Dcenter_library_dear-2Dcolleague-2Dletters_2021-2D06-2D11_early-2Dimplementation-2Dfafsa-2Dsimplification-2Dacts-2Dremoval-2Dselective-2Dservice-2Dand-2Ddrug-2Dconviction-2Drequirements-2Dtitle-2Div-2Deligibility&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=xVvTSkH79pQnsLOoWUVcJ95YiONx3tuGmWqu6xCAelA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__statutes.capitol.texas.gov_Docs_ED_htm_ED.51.htm-2351.9095&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=pi7k1tCDl6uynnZnVlp4kcovWNYwlWhlMgz7ykIDNKk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__statutes.capitol.texas.gov_Docs_ED_htm_ED.51.htm-2351.9095&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=pi7k1tCDl6uynnZnVlp4kcovWNYwlWhlMgz7ykIDNKk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__statutes.capitol.texas.gov_Docs_ED_htm_ED.56.htm-2356.304&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=eAL7De7U7vdcBM3r6J1AR0CwcNbJEGJmJH5ch6BF7ss&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__statutes.capitol.texas.gov_Docs_ED_htm_ED.56.htm-2356.305&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=v28vuQJ5RJaecu4VfS9UJcYp3rVX-9x055QlgpE1_kE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__statutes.capitol.texas.gov_Docs_ED_htm_ED.56.htm-2356.404&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=Okb3UYuDZxzj2-LLaJCScLnT72mQqD5oWbi4o9O7dGE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__statutes.capitol.texas.gov_Docs_ED_htm_ED.56.htm-2356.405&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=XorDRpaEVuLicSGi7lVoZBvVI9GV_FxE1tG6fSlmd0o&e=


  
 
 
 

 
                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

               
          

              
        

                
             
   

            
                

         

             
       

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 

Verification Changes for 2021-22 

On July 13, 2021, the Department of Education released a Dear Colleague Letter (DCL ID: 
GEN-21-05) which announced changes to 2021-22 Verification Requirements. These changes 
were made to provide relief to students and institutions who have faced various challenges 
as a result of the ongoing national emergency. 

Institutions may choose to apply this federal guidance to the state financial aid programs if a 
valid estimated family contribution (EFC) can be confirmed for calculating financial need for 
state awarding purposes. 

For TASFA students, institutions have discretion to select students for verification according 
to consistently applied institutional policies. If a process is in place to calculate a valid EFC 
without verifying, institutions may continue to use that process. 

For questions, please call Financial Aid Services at 844-792-2640 or CONTACT US (select 
“Financial Aid Question” as the Contact Reason). 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__fsapartners.ed.gov_knowledge-2Dcenter_library_dear-2Dcolleague-2Dletters_2021-2D07-2D13_changes-2D2021-2D2022-2Dverification-2Drequirements&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=8UvIuZY8gmTKI1pN_vWNC1C98QUu3H-9rJwzepTdH1U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__fsapartners.ed.gov_knowledge-2Dcenter_library_dear-2Dcolleague-2Dletters_2021-2D07-2D13_changes-2D2021-2D2022-2Dverification-2Drequirements&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=8UvIuZY8gmTKI1pN_vWNC1C98QUu3H-9rJwzepTdH1U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.txhigheredaccountability.org_CfratInquiry_Home_Create&d=DwMFaQ&c=RMnmm6VPZn6InKz70COhA6ljkuRx8qD28wOQIYh-aEY&r=TZPgM75WzpMQNaT5Mk6-VXDSA1UYmh2Xr8DTp7la2OA&m=NPqrbWIndaHnk_2EyJRJDpJ3f1TMayYSNTp--S4nlM4&s=DtkC3Q6wcc1GGsD0BW8HAswB2Myd4mr5ZMScuRUin2U&e=
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