

		THECB Program Announcement #: 01523
Application
Opportunity High School Diploma
Due Date: November 26, 2024, 11:59 p.m. CT

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is issuing this call for applications to offer the Opportunity High School Diploma (OHSD) as an alternative means by which an adult student enrolled in a career and technical education program at a public junior college may earn a high school diploma through concurrent enrollment in a competency-based education program. Successful applicants will detail program designs that ensure adequate preparation of students for postsecondary education or additional workforce education. 
AUTHORITY
[bookmark: _Hlk180481967]Texas Education Code §§ 130.451-.458
19 Texas Administrative Code §§ 12.1-.12
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS
Eligible applicants to offer the Opportunity High School Diploma program are public junior colleges in the State of Texas. A public junior college may enter into agreement with one or more public junior colleges, general academic teaching institutions, public school districts, or nonprofit organizations to offer this program. The Commissioner of Higher Education may approve up to five colleges or consortia to offer the diploma program.
INTRODUCTION TO OPPORTUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
THECB seeks applications to plan, develop, and implement a defined program model that will provide an alternative means by which adult students enrolled in a career and technical education program at a public junior college can earn a high school diploma through concurrent enrollment in a competency-based education program. Successful applicants will design and implement a program that provides adequate preparation of students for postsecondary education or additional workforce education. 
REQUIRED PROGRAM ELEMENTS
An applicant will ensure that its program is a continuing education program and includes:
· A competency-based diploma program with the following core competencies included:
· Quantitative Reasoning,
· Communication Skills,
· Civics,
· Scientific Reasoning, and
· Workplace Success Skills.
· Required instructional outcomes and performance expectations for the five core competencies, as detailed here.
· The use of approved assessments and documentation to measure competency mastery for both prior learning and program completion, as detailed here.
· Concurrent enrollment in a career and technical education program.
APPLICATION
All Opportunity High School Diploma applications must be submitted in the format provided in this packet and received no later than 11:59 p.m. on November 26, 2024.
· Applications received after the due date will not be considered. 
· Applications missing any of the elements in the required format will be deemed incomplete and will not be considered.
· An institution may submit only one application.
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION
· One (1) electronic copy of this application packet and any attachments must be submitted to Nahum Pacheco at nahum.pacheco-salazar@highered.texas.gov
TIMELINE
November 26, 2024. Applications are due by 11:59 p.m. CT
November 27-December 6, 2024. Application evaluation and selection finalized. 
SELECTION CRITERIA
THECB staff will review applications submitted by the deadline for completeness. Complete applications will be evaluated by THECB staff based on the strength of the required elements and make recommendations to the Commissioner on up to five programs for approval. The Commissioner will make the final determination on whether to approve the program. The Commissioner may seek input from the Texas Education Agency, Texas Workforce Commission, or other relevant entities in making approvals.
THECB will notify approved public junior colleges of their selection and post a list of approved programs on the THECB website. 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Approved programs may be eligible for grant funding of up to three hundred thousand dollars through THECB for support of the OHSD program to allow students to complete the program at the approved institution. THECB will notify approved institutions of any such grant funding opportunities and the application process for any such OHSD grant opportunities.


OPPORTUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA – PROGRAM APPLICATION 
The following information constitutes the elements of this application for approval by the THECB to offer the OHSD. The THECB may reach out to applicants for additional information to assist in the selection process.
NOTE: The fillable form must contain font type Calibri, size 11, due to character limitations.

1. APPLICANT INFORMATION
· Public Junior College Name: 
	[bookmark: Text1]     



· Public Junior College Address
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· Person Submitting the Application
· [bookmark: Text3]Name:      
· [bookmark: Text4]Title:      
· [bookmark: Text5]Email:      
· [bookmark: Text9]Telephone:      

· [bookmark: Dropdown1]My President or Chancellor is aware that I am submitting this application, and he/she supports the application. 

2. PROGRAM DESIGN
· Detail the program design, including concurrent enrollment with a career and technical education workforce program that may be either credit or continuing education. Identify any combination of instruction, curriculum, internships, or other means by which a student will attain sufficient knowledge to adequately prepare the student for post‑secondary education or additional workforce education. Clearly state the key issues to be addressed, goals, intended outcomes, and milestones for implementation. Limit to no more than 5,000 characters.
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3. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
· Document planned or previous consultation with local employers and Workforce Development Boards in the development of the program's curriculum. Limit to no more than 1,500 characters. The applicant may include Letters of Support, Meeting Minutes, etc., as attachments to the email when submitting the application packet.
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4. CONSORTIA - ONLY IF APPLYING AS A CONSORTIUM
· Identify any consortia partner(s) that will offer the OHSD program. Include the role of each member of the consortium in delivering the program elements and the location where the delivery will take place. Attach a memorandum of agreement with each member of the consortium. If not applicable, state N/A. Limit to no more than 3,000 characters.
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