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THECB Application for the Academic Common Market


Information About the Academic Common Market
What is the Academic Common Market?
The Academic Common Market (ACM), administered by the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB), is a tuition savings program for college students in 15 SREB states who want to pursue degrees that are not offered by their public in-state institutions. Students can enroll in participating out-of-state public institutions that offer their degree program and pay the institution’s in-state tuition rates. 

Which states participate in the Academic Common Market?
The following states are partners: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. Schools in Washington, D.C. are not eligible. 

Which programs are eligible for Academic Common Market?
Texas participates in the ACM for academic programs only at the graduate level (masters, doctoral) for both in-state and out-of-state students. The available programs will vary according to the state and the institution, and a full listing can be found on the Southern Regional Education Board website.
If you are interested in an out-of-state graduate school program that is not on the list, you can still apply, and the program will be added if it is eligible and if the host institution is willing. Programs are eligible if more than 50% of the coursework is substantially different from the academic coursework in the most comparable program offered by a Texas public institution. Internships, labs, workshops, and variable-content courses (such as seminars and directed readings) cannot count for the purpose of comparison. Differences in faculty, location, and mode of delivery (such as online or study abroad programs) also cannot count toward the comparison.

How do I know If I'm eligible to participate?
You must have full and unconditional acceptance to your out-of-state program prior to applying for the ACM.

You must be a Texas resident. Students whose initial purpose for moving to Texas was to attend an institution of higher education are generally not considered to be Texas residents. 
If you are an out-of-state resident accepted into a Texas graduate program, do not fill out this application. Instead, contact the ACM coordinator in your home state for an application. You can locate your state's ACM coordinator here.

How can I apply? 
Applications are accepted at any time. Students are strongly advised to submit their ACM application as soon as possible, but no later than eight weeks prior to their institution’s deadline or the start of classes. 
Applicants must mail the documents to this address:
Allen Michie
ACM Coordinator
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
PO Box 12788
Room 12.277
Austin, TX  78711-2788

Faxed applications or scanned documents submitted by email are not eligible. 

How long will it take to find out if I can receive the tuition discount?

Please allow 2-4 weeks for the application to be reviewed and processed. Applications are reviewed in the order they are received, and incomplete or illegible applications will be delayed.
If approved, you will be sent a certificate of authorization, and the institution hosting your graduate program will be notified. It is up to the institution to activate the tuition discount according to their own procedures. Please note that depending on how late you submit your application, you may need to pay full tuition and wait for reimbursement from the institution. Waivers and in-state rates are not retroactive prior to your ACM approval, except at the discretion of the institution.
Certification is a one-time procedure, and you will not need to re-apply for the ACM so long as you are continuously enrolled in good standing. 

Where can I find more information?
More information about the ACM can be found on the SREB website and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board website.
If you have any questions, please contact Allen Michie at allen.michie@highered.texas.gov or (512) 427-6518.


Application
[bookmark: _Hlk144887702]Applicant Information
1. Full name:

2. Last four digits of Social Security Number:

3. Present mailing address:




4: Permanent Texas address (if different from above):




5. Telephone:

6. Email address:

7. Date of birth:

8. Place of birth:
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Program Information
PLEASE NOTE: Texas participates in Academic Common Market for graduate degree programs only. Undergraduate bachelor's degree programs are not eligible.

1. Graduate degree designation (i.e., MS, MBA, PhD) and name of degree program:

2. Public university:

3. State:

4. Month and year of enrollment:

5. Month and year of expected graduation:

Comparable Texas Programs
1. List three graduate programs at the same degree level offered at Texas public universities that are most similar to your out-of-state program. You can search for Texas programs at this web site.	
	1. 

	2.

	3.	

2. Why do you believe the graduate program you are attending out of state is substantially different from the similar programs offered in Texas? (Attach additional page if necessary.)





Texas Residency Information
1. List all high schools, colleges, or universities you have attended with the degree earned and dates of attendance:
	Institution
	Degree Earned
	Dates of Attendance

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






2. List all cities and states where you have lived and where you have claimed legal residency during the last four years:





3. If you moved to Texas within the past four years, state your purpose in coming to Texas.





4. List any jobs you have had for the last two years (excluding student research, teaching assistantships, or unpaid internships), including the names and city/state of the employers.






Supporting Documentation
Please mail in photocopies of the following with your application:

I. If you attended a Texas public university:
	A. Driver's license, passport, or other government-issued ID
B. Acceptance letter from the out-of-state public university you will be attending
C. Documentation of in-state residency status from a Texas university (e.g., a tuition bill or acceptance letter)

II. If you attended a Texas private university or out-of-state institution:
	A. Driver's license, passport, or other government-issued ID
B. Acceptance letter from the out-of-state public university you will be attending
C. Residency Criteria Form, including the Notary Public certification (below)


RESIDENCY CRITERIA FORM
Directions: Complete this form only if you do not have the above evidence of an in-state residency determination from a Texas university (such as a tuition bill or acceptance letter).

A full list of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board's residency criteria can be found here.

Under which criteria do you claim legal in-state Texas residency? Check all that apply.

☐I graduated from a public or accredited private high school in this state or received the equivalent of a high school diploma in this state, including the successful completion of a nontraditional secondary education, and I maintained a residence continuously in this state for the thirty-six months immediately preceding the date of graduation or receipt of the diploma equivalent.

☐ I maintained domicile continuously in the state for the 12 months immediately preceding the academic semester in which I plan to enroll in the out-of-state institution. (Note that if your original purpose for moving to Texas was to attend an institution of higher education as a full-time student, that is not alone sufficient to establish residency.)

☐ I am a dependent whose parent established and maintained domicile in this state not less than 12 months before the academic semester in which I plan to enroll in the out-of-state institution.

I am a non-U.S. Citizen under one or more of the following criteria (select all that apply):

☐ I am a Permanent Resident

☐ I am person eligible for permanent resident status. I have filed an I-485 application for permanent residency and have been issued a fee/filing receipt or notice of action by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (UCIS) showing that my I-485 has been reviewed and has not been rejected.

☐ I am a nonimmigrant who holds a visa making me eligible to domicile in Texas.

☐ I am a person classified by the USCIS as a Refugee, Asylee, Parolee, Conditional Permanent Resident, or Temporary Resident.

☐ I am a person holding Temporary Protected Status, a spouse or child with approved petitions under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), an applicant with an approved USCIS I-360, and a person granted deferred action status by USCIS.

☐ I am a person classified by the USCIS as a Refugee, Asylee, Parolee, Conditional Permanent Resident, or Temporary Resident.

☐ I am a person holding Temporary Protected Status, a spouse or child with approved petitions under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), an applicant with an approved USCIS I-360, or a person granted deferred action status by USCIS.

☐ I am a person who has filed an application for Cancellation of Removal and adjustment of Status under Immigration Nationality Act 240A(b) or a Cancellation of Removal and Adjustment of Status under the Nicaraguan and Central American Relief Act (NACARA), Haitian Refugee Immigrant Fairness Act (HRIFA), or the Cuban Adjustment Act, and who has been issued a fee/filing receipt or Notice of Action by USCIS.

☐ I am a person who has filed for permanent residency under the "registry" program (8 United States Code 1259), or the Special Immigrant Juvenile Program (8 USC 1101(a)(27)(J)) and has been issued a fee/filing receipt or Notice of Action by USCIS.

☐ I am a dependent whose parent is a permanent resident or has domicile in Texas.

☐ I am a person who has had employment in Texas for at least 12 consecutive months prior to the semester in which I plan to enroll in an out-of-state institution. (This does not include employment conditioned on student status, such as work study, the receipt of stipends, fellowships, or research or teaching assistantships.)

☐ I have sole or joint marital ownership of residential real property in Texas with documentation to verify 12 consecutive months of ownership prior to the semester in which I plan to enroll in an out-of-state institution.

☐ I am married to someone who has maintained residency in Texas for 12 consecutive months prior to the semester in which I plan to enroll in an out-of-state institution.

☐ I am a member of the United States Armed Services whose Home of Record with the military is Texas, as are my spouse and dependent children (if relevant).

☐ I am the owner of a business in Texas. Business name and city:



NOTARY PUBLIC CERTIFICATION FOR THE RESIDENCY CRITERIA FORM

The above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


Signature: _________________________________________________ 


Printed name: ______________________________________________



Sworn and subscribed before me on this _____ day of _________________, 20____

_________________________________________________________ 

Notary Public in and for____________________________________________ (County/State)
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