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FAFSA vs. TASFA
Free Application for Federal Student Aid – FAFSA
Students who can apply are:
• U.S. citizens
• Permanent U.S. residents
• Eligible noncitizens
• Find the FAFSA application at studentaid.gov

Texas Application for State Financial Aid – TASFA
Students who can apply are typically:
• Texas residents who are not eligible to complete the FAFSA
• Find the TASFA application on the College for All Texans 

website and at https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-
work/empowering-our-students/tasfa/

Applying for State Aid

• Grants 
• Scholarships
• Loans
• Work-Study
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http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?objectid=A3119543-CBF8-C202-F1B0EEFD5F4B9805
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?objectid=A3119543-CBF8-C202-F1B0EEFD5F4B9805
https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/empowering-our-students/tasfa/
https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/empowering-our-students/tasfa/


2024-25 TASFA

• The TASFA incorporates FAFSA updates.

• The Online TASFA form is available!

• The paper TASFA remains available for 
students unable to fill out the Online TASFA.

• All institutions participating in state financial 
aid are required to receive online and paper 
TASFAs.
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TASFA website: https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-
work/empowering-our-students/tasfa/

https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/empowering-our-students/tasfa/
https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/empowering-our-students/tasfa/


2024-25 TASFA Changes
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Removed Questions
• Payments to tax-deferred pension and retirement savings 

plans
• Child support paid
• Taxable earnings from need-based employment programs, 

such as Federal
• Work-Study and need-based employment portions of 

fellowships and assistantships
• Combat pay or special combat pay
• Earnings from work under a cooperative education program.
• Housing, food, and other living allowances paid to members 

of the military, clergy, and others
• Veterans noneducation benefits, such as Disability, Death 

Pension, or Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 
and/or VA Educational Work Study allowances

• Other untaxed income not reported such as workers’ 
compensation, disability benefits, and untaxed foreign 
income not earned from work

• Money received, or paid on your behalf (e.g., bills)
• Dislocated worker



Added Questions
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• Spouse last and first name (#19 and #20). 
• Pensions and rollovers - Student and Parent (#39, #41, #90, and #92).
• Net Profit loss - Student and Parent section (#42 and #93).
• Foreign earned income exclusion - Student and Parent (#43 and #94).



Updated Questions
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• Choices for student and parent marital status 
(#17 and #57).

• Choices for student and parent filing status 
(#26 and #77).

• Dependent and dependent children in 
dependency section (#49 and #50).

• Determining student as an unaccompanied 
youth as homeless (#54, #55, and #56).

• Federal benefits received by adding coverage 
under a qualified health plan (QHP), Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EIC), and Federal Housing 
Assistance (#95, #100, and #101).

• Child Support moved to Assets section - 
Student and Parent section (#33 and #84). 
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NEW Family Info Section



NEW Family Info Section
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NEW Family Info Section



TASFA Flow

Student 
Information

Status 
Determination

Parent 
Information

(If dependent)

NEW

Family Info
College & Housing 

Status
Signatures 

(Acknowledgement 
if online)
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2024-25 Online TASFA
New Features
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Applications Section



Applications Section
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Application Features

Date of birth fields no longer allow typing. Users are now 
prompted to select dates using a calendar.
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Application Features

Marital Status Date fields no longer allow typing. Users are now 
prompted to select marital status dates using a drop-down menu.
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Application Features
The masking button has been updated to offer users the ability to toggle data 
masking on and off with a single click.



File Processing
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Data File Processing

TASFA files will be sent daily through a secure file transfer protocol (SFTP) using THECB’s online portal, MOVEit 
DMZ, to the institutions dedicated TASFA folder. In addition, a comprehensive report containing the award year, 
applicant name, email and submission date will be sent to institutions to help confirm submission status. 

NOTE: THECB is aware of technical issues affecting the output data from the 2024-25 (FY 2025) Online TASFA.
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https://dsv.thecb.state.tx.us/
https://dsv.thecb.state.tx.us/
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File Types - MOVEit
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Cumulative File - MOVEit

A cumulative CSV file will be 
uploaded into MOVEit daily and will 
include only the applicants that have
submitted a TASFA for the 
applicable award year for the 
specific institution. 
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Output Files - MOVEit

When new applications are 
submitted, a CSV file with TASFA 
data records from that day will be 
uploaded onto MOVEit.
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Output Files - MOVEit

When new applications are 
submitted, a fixed length file with 
TASFA data records from that day 
will be uploaded onto MOVEit.



TASFA Resources
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Online TASFA Resources
• Online TASFA FY 2025 File Layout [PDF]

General TASFA Resources
• Dedicated TASFA Webpage

• Access Online/Paper TASFA 
applications

• Frequently Asked Questions

• Help page

https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/agency-publication/guidelines-manuals/online-tasfa-fy-2025-file-layout/
http:///
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Financial Aid Programs 
Overview

TEXAS TRANSFER GRANT TEXAS FIRST 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM



Texas Transfer Grant
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Overview
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Texas Transfer Grant Purpose

The Texas Transfer Grant (Transfer Grant) 
Program provides need-based grants to 
enable eligible students to transfer from 
public two-year to four-year institutions 
of higher education within Texas.

NOTE: The Texas Transfer Grant is a newly established program which is separate from the pilot program that was administered during 
the 2022-23 academic year (see Texas Administrative Code, Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 22, Subchapter K).

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=5&ti=19&pt=1&ch=22&sch=K&rl=Y


Student Eligibility

To qualify for a Transfer Grant, a student must:

 be classified by the institution as a Texas resident;

 be registered with Selective Service, or be exempt;

 have applied for any available financial aid and show 
financial need;

 be enrolled in a baccalaureate degree program at an 
eligible institution on a full-time basis;

 have earned an associate degree at a Texas public 2-
year institution with a minimum 2.5 grade point 
average 
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Award Amounts

The maximum semester grant amount will be consistent with the maximum semester 
amount for the Toward EXcellence, Access, and Success (TEXAS) Grant.

FY 2024

• Maximum semester grant amount:       
$5,387         

• Estimated Family Contribution (EFC): 
$6,464       
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FY 2025

• Maximum semester grant amount:     
$5,394          

• Student Aid Index (SAI):                        
$6,472  

NOTE: Please refer to the memo dated March 5, 2024, for more information.

https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/departmental-correspondence/notice-texas-transfer-grant-transfer-grant-program-memo/
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Intent to Participate

Directors of Financial Aid at Texas public 
universities and Health Related Institutions 
(HRIs) have been invited to participate in the 
Transfer Grant Program. 

The deadline to submit the Transfer Grant 
Intent to Participate Form is April 8, 2024.



To learn more…
Please review Texas Administrative Code, Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 22, Subchapter K.

Additional resources will be published on the Student Financial Aid Programs (SFAP) webpage to further support 
institutions.
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https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/supporting-our-institutions/student-financial-aid-programs/program-resources/grant-loan-programs/ 

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=5&ti=19&pt=1&ch=22&sch=K&rl=Y
https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/supporting-our-institutions/student-financial-aid-programs/program-resources/grant-loan-programs/


Texas First Scholarship
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Updates



Texas First Scholarship Program
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The Texas First Scholarship 
Program was established to 
incentivize the enrollment of high 
performing students at Texas 
public institutions of higher 
education. 

Texas Administrative Code, Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 22, Subchapter

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=5&ti=19&pt=1&ch=22&sch=T&rl=Y


Texas First Scholarship Eligibility
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Student Eligibility
To qualify for this scholarship, a student must:

• Be enrolled at an eligible institution;

• Be a resident of Texas;

• Be registered for Selective Service, or be exempt; and

• Have graduated early from high school under the Texas 
First Early High School Completion Program.

Institutional Eligibility
Students graduating under the TX First Program: On or After Sept. 1, 2023

ALL Texas public institutions.

Students graduating under the TX First Program: Prior to Sept. 1, 2023

Texas A&M University The University of Texas at Arlington

Texas Tech University The University of Texas at Dallas

The University of Texas at Austin University of North Texas

The University of Texas at El Paso The University of Texas at San Antonio

Texas State University University of Houston

NOTE: For information on rule changes and roster updates, please refer to the memo dated February 29, 2024,

https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/departmental-correspondence/notice-texas-transfer-grant-transfer-grant-program-memo/


UPDATE Recipient Rosters
 Recipient rosters includes a list of all eligible students who have been issued a certificate.

 High School Graduation Date added

 Date Certificate Issued by THECB moved to column G

 Roster updates occur when new certificates are issued.

 Institutions are not required to collect scholarship certificates issued by THECB to the student.

N
E
W
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NEW Texas First Folder in MOVEit
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A Texas_First folder has been created in MOVEit DMZ for all public institutions. Rosters have been moved into the 
new folder for institutions to access. 

Note: As a reminder, MOVEit DMZ does not generate a "file upload" notification, so institutions should determine 
their file retrieval frequency



To learn more…
Please review Texas Administrative Code, Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 22, Subchapter T. 
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https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/supporting-our-institutions/student-financial-aid-programs/program-resources/work-study-scholarships/ 

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=5&ti=19&pt=1&ch=22&sch=T&rl=Y
https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/supporting-our-institutions/student-financial-aid-programs/program-resources/work-study-scholarships/


Grant Aid & Processing 
Portal (GAPP)

Transfer Requests
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GAPP Roles
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GAPP Roles that can perform a 
transfer request are:
 Primary Point of Contact (PPC)
 Secondary Point of Contact (SPC)
 Reporting Official (RO)
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GAPP Requests

To submit a request, 
institutions will need to click 
on the Requests tile from the 

Home screen.
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GAPP Portal Transfer Requests

Select Transfer Request from menu.
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GAPP Portal Transfer Requests

Use drop box under the From Program field to select the appropriate program.
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GAPP Portal Transfer Requests
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GAPP Portal Transfer Requests

Use drop box under the To Program field to select the appropriate program.
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GAPP Portal Transfer Requests
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GAPP Portal Transfer Requests



50

GAPP Portal Transfer Requests
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GAPP Portal Transfer Requests
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Last Payment Request Option

The Last Payment Request For 
Program option should only 

be chosen if institutions 
intend to close out the 
program for the year. 

To find if this box is checked, go to Requests tile  Click on Payment Requests  If checked, send GAPP Help Desk ticket. 



Deadlines, Reminders & 
Notifications
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2023-24 Financial Aid 
Database (FAD)

Reporting Updates and Deadlines
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FAD Report Deadlines
Institutions are required to submit a comprehensive FAD Report two times a year. The 
second cycle requires a validation of data, and the third report cycle requires 
certification. 
Important: Institutions that fail to adhere to the deadline dates listed risk 
postponement of future state financial aid disbursements, including loan 
disbursements.



NEW Data Elements
The FAD report manual for FY 2024 (2023-24) is now available and posted
on the Student Financial Aid Programs (SFAP) information webpage
under Program Resources.

https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/supporting-our-institutions/student-financial-aid-programs/program-resources/
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State Priority Deadline



UPDATE State Priority Deadline Date
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Memo was sent February 28, 2024, to communicate:

• The state priority deadline was extended due to exigent 
circumstances related to federal aid development, as authorized 
under Texas Administrative Code 22.6(3).

• Is a requirement for General Academic Teaching Institutions (GATIs) 
including Lamar State College Orange and Lamar State College Port 
Arthur, as defined in TEC, Title 3, Section 61.003(3).

• Institutions have flexibility to define how their students must meet 
the priority deadline.*

*The priority deadline is neither a guarantee to receive funding if a student applies by the 
applicable date for the academic year, nor is it a restriction to those that apply beyond the 
date. It is a mechanism that is used to evaluate similarly situated students to prioritize 
limited funding and to encourage students to complete their application timely to increase 
the likelihood of receiving state funding.

https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/correspondence/departmental-correspondence/state-financial-aid-fy-2025-priority-deadline-date-memo/
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=22&rl=6
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.61.htm#61.003
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Deadlines, Reminders, & Notifications
Deadlines

 Confirm Intent to Participate for EAE, 
Texas Transfer Grant and FAST 
programs: 4/8

 Submit Electronic Copy of the TEG 
Engagement Report: 4/15

Reminders
 Setup Recurring Transfer Index (RTI) codes 

for Unified State Accounting System (USAS) 
to receive payments for FAST program 

 We are aware of technical issues affecting 
output data from the 2024-25 Online TASFA 
and we will notify institutions once resolved.

Recent Notifications
 NOTICE: Texas Transfer Grant (Transfer Grant) Program Memo - 3/5
 UPDATE: Texas First Scholarship Program Memo - 2/29
 NOW AVAILABLE: 2024-25 (FY 2025) Online Texas Application for State Financial Aid 

(TASFA) Memo - 2/29
 IMPORTANT UPDATE: 2024-25 (FY 2025) State Financial Aid Priority Deadline Date 

Memo - 2/27
 NOTICE: State Financial Aid Updates, Reminders, and Upcoming Deadlines Memo - 2/22



Stay Connected
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Contact Student Financial Aid Programs

For Borrowers and the Public:  
Borrower Services 

o Student Borrowers (Cosigners): (800) 242-3062 

Texas Financial Aid Information Center (TFAIC)
o Public Line: (888) 311-8881

For Institutions:
FAS Institutional Phone Line

o  Institutions Only: (844) 792-2640

For Everyone:
       Email

o Submit inquiries online through the CONTACT US web form.
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All Phone Lines  
Hours of Operation: 

Mon-Fri
 8 AM to 5 PM

(Closed Daily from 12-1)

https://www1.thecb.state.tx.us/Apps/CRAFT/Home/Create


Submit a 
CONTACT US
To ensure inquiries are routed 
correctly, complete these steps:

 Select Institution in Received From 
box

 Enter the Institution’s Full Name

 Always select Financial Aid 
Question as the Contact Reason

 Enter the Description of your inquiry

 Provide the best Direct Phone 
Number
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Training Requests
This form is used to collect 
training requests from 
institutions/organizations.
All requests should be submitted 
at least 30 days in advance to be 
considered.
Training requests are approved 
based on trainer availability.
Please allow up to five business 
days for the training request to 
be reviewed.
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https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4f344e8e1f3c48c5902f005779ffd59e

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4f344e8e1f3c48c5902f005779ffd59e


GAPP Help Desk Ticket
For questions on transactions and payment requests in GAPP, submit a GAPP helpdesk ticket.

 Enter a Subject
 Select your 

Request Type
 Select the 

Program Type
 Enter Description 

of issue
 Submit ticket
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Questions?



Thank you!
We appreciate your feedback.
Please take a moment to 
complete our survey.
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