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Agenda Topics
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• Loan Program Guidelines
• Legislative Changes
• Educational Aide Exemption
• Grant Payments Demo
• Upcoming Events and

Deadlines
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Loan Program Guidelines
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NOW AVAILABLE 

The loan guidelines now 
include the following:
• Loan process flow chart
• Loan disbursement chart
• Loan change request

procedures
• Loan debt letter

requirements
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Legislative Changes
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Student Debt Letter
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EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

• SB 241 clarified that institutions are not required to provide information
regarding loans issued by a private entity under TEC 52.335.

• Rules are currently being updated to also add clarity in the coming
months.
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Disabled Peace Officers and Firefighters Exemption
BEGINNING WITH THE FALL 2019 SEMESTER

• HB 766 added disabled firefighters as eligible recipients of the disabled
peace officers exemption under TEC 54.352.

• The exemption for both peace officers and firefighters is now mandatory
for the institution.

• However, an institution may not provide exemptions under TEC 54.352
to more than 20% of the maximum number of students allowed to be
enrolled in a specific course.
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Electronic Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA)

BEGINNING WITH APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED FOR THE 2022-2023 
ACADEMIC YEAR

• HB 2140 requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) to
establish an electronic submission portal for the TASFA through the ApplyTexas
website.

• The THECB is required to appoint an advisory committee of financial aid
personnel and student representatives to assist in adopting procedures for
implementing the requirement and developing any recommendations.
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FAFSA/TASFA for High School Graduation
BEGINNING WITH 12TH-GRADE LEVEL DURING THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR

• HB 3 requires a high school student to complete and submit a FAFSA or
TASFA prior to graduation.

• The requirement is waived if the student’s parent or guardian (or the
student him- or herself, having achieved the age of majority) signs a form
declining to complete a financial aid application. A school counselor may
also authorize the student to decline for good cause, as determined by the
counselor.
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Texas WORKS Paid Internship Program
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RULES AND PROCEDURES WILL BE ADOPTED BY THECB AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE

• HB 3808 created a centralized paid internship program at the THECB using existing
Texas College Work-Study (TCWS) funding.

• The program builds on the Governor’s Tri-Agency Workforce Initiative
recommendation to increase the availability of paid internships in the state.

• Removed current off-campus requirements under TCWS that some institutions
found difficult to administer.
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Educational Aide Exemption
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FY 2020 Allocations

Each participating 
institution will receive a 
total of $12,195.
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FY 2020
EAE Application & 
FAQs

• Educational aides must
submit a separate
application for each term.

• The institution must verify
employment each term.

• An FAQ document is
available online for
institutions and students.
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Awarding Funds

Participating institutions 
must match at least 10% 
of a recipient's 
exemption with 
institutional funds.
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Students receiving awards are exempt from the cost of tuition 
and fees* for courses required for a teacher certification**.

Example A: Minimum 10% Match
Total Tuition and Fees for the relevant term = $5,400/term
10% Match = $540
State Award = $4,860

Example B: Greater than 10% Match
Total Tuition and Fees for the relevant term = $5,400/term
40% Match = $2,160
State Award = $3,240

*Other than laboratory and class fees.
**Eligible certification programs are in subject areas experiencing a critical shortage of teachers.
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2019-20 Critical Shortage Areas

The Department of Education posts shortage areas for each state: 
https://tsa.ed.gov/#/home/

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has not yet published the FY 2020 
teacher certification critical shortage areas:

https://tea.texas.gov/

https://tsa.ed.gov/#/home/
https://tea.texas.gov/


July 9, 2019 Webcast 19

EAE Reminders
Maintaining Employment Eligibility

• Recipients must remain employed in some capacity by a school district in
Texas during the full term for which the student receives an award.

Exemption from Student Teaching (TAC, 21.1087)

• EAE first awarded after bachelor’s degree = required to do student teaching
• EAE awarded prior to bachelor’s degree = NOT required to do student

teaching

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=21&rl=1087
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EAE Funds Request Form
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GRANT ONLINE PAYMENT 
ENHANCEMENTS 
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General Updates and 
Important Dates
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General Updates 

• Final State Program Allocations Released as of 7/9/2019

• 2018-19 TEG Engagement Guide Released 7/9/2019

• Grant Payment Training…Coming Soon

• 2020-2021 TASFA
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Important Dates

August 1, 2019
• Funds request form must be submitted for 2018-19

(Grants, EAE, Bilingual Education)

• Begin requesting 2019-20 funds

August 13, 2019
• Next monthly webcast

August 19, 2019
• Financial Aid Database Validation Deadline for Cycle Two

July 9, 2019 Webcast



27

Financial Aid Services
Institutional Toll-Free Number

(844) 792-2640
Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Contact Information and Feedback

Email: leah.smalley@thecb.state.tx.us

Webcast Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/58YRM92

Financial Aid Services Phone Line 
(Institutions): 844-792-2640

Texas Financial Aid Information Center Phone Line 
(Students): 888-311-8881
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