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2020-2021 Autism Grant Program Awards 
 
Parent-directed Treatment 

Parent-directed treatment models are those which include parents and/or caregivers, including 
parents, legal guardians, extended family members, and caregivers in the treatment of children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), supervised regularly by trained professionals. The 
treatment strategies must be evidence-based but are not limited to Behavioral Analyst/ABA 
methodologies.  
 
The Coordinating Board awarded seven grants in the Parent-directed Treatment category. 
 

• Texas A&M University, Jennifer Ganz, PhD, BCBA-D, Center on Disability and 
Development: $499,861 

• Texas Tech University, Jennifer Hamrick, PhD, BCBA, Burkhart Center for Autism 
Education and Research: $456,000 

• Texas Woman’s University, Jyutika Mehta, PhD, CCC-SLP, Speech and Language Clinic: 
$291,847 

• The University of Texas at Austin, Jessica Franco, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCBA-D, Speech and 
Hearing Center: $399,044 

• The University of Texas at Rio Grande Valley, Hsuying Ward, PhD, Department of 
Human Development & School Services: $499,265  

• Baylor University, Stephanie Gerow, PhD, BCBA-D, Baylor Center for Developmental 
Disabilities: $369,699 

• University of Houston-Clear Lake, Sarah Lechago, PhD, BCBA-D, LBA, Center for Autism 
and Developmental Disabilities: $366,811 
 

Board-certified Behavior Analyst Training for Teachers/Paraprofessionals 
 
Teachers/paraprofessionals can be in public or private institutions, teaching grades pre-
Kindergarten through 12th grade. The training must include, but is not limited to, Behavioral 
Analyst methods as certified by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board. The Coordinating 
Board awarded four grants in the Board-certified Behavior Analyst Training for 
Teachers/Paraprofessionals category. 
 
The Coordinating Board awarded six grants in the Board-certified Behavior Analyst Training for 
Teachers/Paraprofessionals category. 
 

• Baylor University, Tonya Davis, PhD, BCBA-D, Center for Developmental Disabilities: 
$474,843 

• Texas A&M University, Julie Thompson, PhD, BCBA-D, Center on Disability and 
Development: $471,662 

• Texas State University, Russell Lang, PhD, BCBA-D, Clinic for Autism Research, 
Evaluation, and Support: $286,701 

• Texas Tech University, Jennifer Hamrick, PhD, BCBA, Burkhart Center for Autism 
Education and Research: $460,000 

• The University of Texas at San Antonio, Leslie Neely, PhD, BCBA-D, LBA, Educational 
Psychology: $474,921 

https://autism.tamu.edu/principal-investigators/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/our-people/Faculty/jennifer_hamrick.php
https://twu.edu/communication-sciences-oral-health/communication-sciences-coms/coms-faculty-staff/
https://csd.utexas.edu/centers/speech-hearing/clinic-faculty
https://www.utrgv.edu/hdss/faculty-and-staff/index.htm
https://www.baylor.edu/bcdd/index.php?id=944968
https://www.uhcl.edu/human-sciences-humanities/faculty/lechago-sarah
https://soefaculty.baylor.edu/tonya-davis/
https://blinc.tamu.edu/our-team/
https://cares.education.txstate.edu/people/Faculty.html
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/our-people/Faculty/jennifer_hamrick.php
http://education.utsa.edu/faculty/profile/leslie.neely@utsa.edu
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• University of Houston-Clear Lake, Dorothea Lerman, PhD, BCBA-D, Center for Autism 
and Developmental Disabilities: $466,593 

 
Research, Development, and Evaluation of Innovative Autism Treatment Models 
 
Research, develop, and evaluate innovative autism treatment models that provide treatment to 
the greatest number of children with ASD. The Coordinating Board awarded two grants in the 
Research, Development, and Evaluation of Innovative Autism Treatment Models category. 
 
The Coordinating Board awarded four grants in the Research, Development, and Evaluation of 
Innovative Autism Treatment Models category. 
 

• Baylor College of Medicine with Texas Children’s Hospital Neurological Research 
Institute, Sophie Schneider, PhD: $690,963 

• Baylor University, Brian Garner, PhD, Baylor Speech, Language, and Hearing Clinic: 
$599,209 

• Texas Woman’s University, Tina Fletcher, EdD, MFA, OTR, School of Occupational 
Therapy: $267,477 

• The University of Texas at Dallas, Pam Rollins, EdD, Callier Autism Treatment Research 
Center: $863,926 
 

https://www.uhcl.edu/human-sciences-humanities/faculty/lerman-dorothea
https://www.bcm.edu/people/view/sophie-schneider-ph-d/42dfdaa1-1ae5-11e8-81da-005056a012ee
https://www.ecs.baylor.edu/index.php?id=961902
https://apps.twu.edu/my1cv/profile.aspx?type=twh&id=I5C3coF8yGJXhoaqPFQulQ%3D%3D
https://profiles.utdallas.edu/rollins

